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A New Journal Format

There are in general two principal types of individuals who read
research-oriented journals. One, having located a cross-reference con-
cerning an article of immediate value to him, opens the journal to a
specific page and reads only that particular paper. The other usually sub-
scribes to the journal and has good intentions about reading many articles
in each issue, some superficially and some carefully.

Given these two groups, we raise the following question: Does our
journal presently provide a format to encourage the latter type of reader?
A questionnaire to Journal readers last year indicates that we do not. We
are therefore experimenting with a new format which we hope will make
the Journal of more immediate value to its readers.

In attempting to analyze how a typical reader would like to use the
Journal, we must first consider the Table of Contents. We now list all
article titles on the covers to encourage a quick scan of the contents.
Second, for a somewhat detailed description of the papers, we plan to
place all abstracts together in the last pages of each issue. These may be
quickly read and those of interest noted.

Third, should an article be of possible interest to the reader, we feel
that he should have available a synopsis so that he may quickly deter-
mine the scope, results, and any significant conclusions. Finally, should
the material be of immediate interest, he has the main body of the paper.

In formulating this four-step sequence, we asked several authors who
were revising their papers to accommodate them to this format, that is, to
write Scope and Summary sections to be placed at the beginning of the
paper. We show examples of these new sections in the first seven papers
of this issue; several more will appear in the September issue.

In the Scope the author was to define the problem attacked and to
show its importance; in the Summary he was to tell briefly what was
done, to give the key results and conclusions, and to point out the signif-
icance of the work (that is, to justify its value to the profession). Both
these sections were to be written for the general reader, not for the
specialist. The remainder of the paper was to be directed toward those
actively working in the field. We hope with these additions to allow more
readers to recognize problems and to appreciate significant results in
areas outside their principal involvement.

Letters to the Editor commenting on this new format will be welcomed.
We need to make the contents of the Journal more accessible to the busy
reader, and we are interested to learn whether these format changes are
in the right direction. After evaluating the response, we will publish in
the September issue, Instructions to Contributors, which will be applic-
able to new manuscripts submitted after January 1, 1972.





